
Tyrone Area School District 

Superintendent Advisory Council 

November 7, 2016 

 

Minutes 

 

Members Present 

Ms. Cathy Harlow, TASD Superintendent 

Mrs. Leslie Estep, TASD Director of Curriculum and Instruction  

Mrs. JoLynn Baran 

Mrs. Anita Goodman 

Mr. Edward Hull    Members Absent 

Mr. Jeff Long     Mr. John Clark, TASD Business Administrator 

Mrs. Marie Makdad    Mr. Theron Glenny 

Mr. Gary McGovern     Mrs. Deb Hoover 

MDJ Fred Miller    Dr. Grant Hormell 

Mr. Robert Smith    Mr. Bill Lash 

Dr. Gary Sorensen    Mr. Lucas Woomer 

Mrs. Julie White         

          

 

Superintendent Harlow opened the November 7, 2016 meeting of the TASD Superintendent 

Advisory Council (SAC) at 5:38pm by welcoming committee members and introducing new 

member, Dr. Gary Sorensen.  Supt. Harlow then asked for a review of the minutes from the 

September 1, 2016 meeting. 

 

Next, Ms. Harlow asked the committee to voice any concerns/issues brought forth through the 

community: 

 

Mrs. White shared that parents are talking about a picture that was posted on Facebook 

indicating that there is a bus on which four students are sharing a seat. Supt. Harlow asked Mrs. 

White if she knew which bus and stated that she would look into the concern. 

 

Mr. McGovern acknowledged that he has heard Supt. Harlow’s and District Home School Visitor 

Molly Stroup’s presentation on truancy and feels that the presentation has been well received by 

the community.   Ms. Harlow shared that she and Mrs. Stroup have presented information on 

improving attendance and the district graduation initiative to the Tyrone Chamber of Commerce, 

TACM, and the Northern Blair Kiwanis.  She said that they are asking community members to 

help reinforce the value of education with students that they know.  Ms. Harlow also shared that 

billboards about attendance have been placed throughout the county as a result of an Operation 

Our Town grant received by the county’s truancy task force. 

 

MDJ Miller commended The Daily Herald for its coverage of the results of the state assessment 

scores.  He added that the results for the district were positive and that recognition should come 



to staff and students.  Supt. Harlow also stated that the district is very appreciative of the media 

coverage provided by The Daily Herald.   

 

Mrs. Makdad shared that she has heard positive comments about the recently held YAN 

Halloween night and she is glad to see that the event has grown. She stated that the older 

students seem to enjoy it as well.  Ms. Harlow added that there were 12 student clubs that 

participated and over 500 children attended. 

 

Mrs. Goodman commended Varsity Volleyball coach, Michael Kraft, for bringing the district girls’ 

volleyball playoffs to TAMS.  She feels that this is a great way to promote our school and that it 

is a good way for our students to see what they can attain. 

 

For the evening’s presentation, Supt. Harlow provided information on the Multi-Tiered Systems 

of Support (MTSS) Framework that TASD has adopted and is a model for supporting all 

students.  Supt. Harlow shared the components that are in place at each of the three buildings 

in the district.  Dr. Sorensen inquired about the relationship between students who receive 

academic interventions and those receiving behavioral interventions.  He also shared related 

information about a recent conference that he attended where an individual studied the students 

who had been part of Tier 3 interventions over a long period of time yet didn’t seem to make 

progress.  He stated that this individual’s studies pointed to poverty and trauma as two causes 

for students’ lack of progress.  Mrs. Goodman suggested that the pyramid model could become 

a diamond shape to show what is being done for students who are excelling academically and 

behaviorally.  Supt. Harlow shared that there are also conversations occurring around the 

criteria for honors courses at the secondary level. 

 

Ms. Harlow and Mrs. Estep also shared the district state assessment results from the 2015-16 

school year. 

 

Prior to the close of the meeting, Mrs. Goodman inquired about the change in the policy on 

carrying backpacks at the middle school.  Ms. Harlow stated that she would look into the 

concern, as she was not aware of a policy change.  Mrs. Goodman then asked about the recent 

safety drill held in the district on October 28th.  Ms. Harlow stated that the drill went well and that 

there were approximately 50 first responders and law enforcement officials on campus to 

participate.  She also stated that there were four representatives from the Pennsylvania 

Emergency Management Agency (PEMA) onsite for the drill to provide feedback to all parties 

involved. 

 

Ms. Harlow stated that committee members could notify her office at a later time if they have a 

topic of interest for the next meeting. 

 

The meeting was adjourned 6:58pm.  The next meeting will be held on January 5, 2017 at 

5:30pm in the TASD Board Room.  


